
When Deacon Doug and Mary Campbell 

were dating, their conversations often 

drifted towards religion. 

Mary was raised Catholic in Luverne, ND, 

and Deacon Doug was raised Baptist in 

Bismarck, ND. While they were both at-

tending North Dakota State University, 

they were introduced by a mutual friend 

who let Doug know that Mary wouldn’t 

date him because he wasn’t Catholic. 

Months later, Mary was selling tickets for 

a banquet. No one was buying them, so 

to be nice, Doug offered to buy one: “I’ll 

buy a ticket if you’ll go with me.” He did-

n’t think he’d have to buy a ticket be-

cause she didn’t date non-Catholics, but 

she couldn’t afford a ticket for herself, so 

she said yes. 

A few dates later, Doug was listing all of 

the characteristics he hoped to have in a 

wife, and in her head, Mary was check-

ing them off, saying, “That’s me, that’s 

me, that’s me.” Years later, Doug admit-

ted that he was just listing all of the 

qualities he knew Mary had.  

What Mary didn’t know when she first 

said yes to a date is that Doug was al-

ready attending classes on the Catholic 

faith and talking to a priest.  

Growing up in the Baptist Church, it had 

always unsettled him when the extra 

bread and wine were thrown away at the 

end of the service. The first time Doug  

went to Mass, he was amazed to see 

that the Eucharist was put into the taber-

nacle and all of the Precious Blood was 

consumed. Now as a deacon, one of the 

things Doug most  
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"Catholic radio encourages, Catholic radio educates, Catholic radio 
motivates, but ultimately the people listening have to have the  
courage to say to others: 'Would you like to join me on Sunday  
morning, would you like to learn more about being a Catholic?'" 

-Greg Jeffrey 

 

appreciates is that he gets to be at the altar 

kneeling at the Consecration. 

For about 20 years, Doug and Mary owned their 

own greenhouse in Breckenridge, MN until it 

was destroyed in the 1997 flood. During this 

time, Mary felt reassured in prayer that she and 

Doug would be okay, even if their greenhouse 

was not. This gave her the grace to pray that 

whatever happened next, Doug would want to 

completely serve God. 

 

Doug was ordained to the diaconate in 2009. 

He now works in pastoral care at St. Francis in 

Wahpeton, ND, which he says he loves even 

more than he loves working with plants. Dea-

con Doug will be retiring from his work in pas-

toral care in December. 

Deacon Doug and Mary will join us live at 2:00 

p.m. CST on Friday, September 22 to share 

more of their story during our upcoming Fall 

Live Drive. Tune in to hear more! 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Real Presence Radio will host Dr. David Anders 

as keynote speaker of our first annual fundrais-

ing banquet in Rapid City, SD. The 

banquet will be held Monday, No-

vember 20. We invite you to join us 

as a table host, event sponsor, or 

guest! 

Dr. Anders is the host of “Called to 

Communion,” which airs at 1:00 

p.m. CST Monday-Friday on Real 

Presence Radio. He is also the Di-

rector of the Office of Catholic Edu-

cation and Lifelong Formation for 

the Diocese of Birmingham, Ala-

bama. 

A convert to Catholicism, Dr. Anders 

was raised in the Presbyterian Church and at-

tended a Protestant college and seminary. 

While studying the works of John Calvin, Martin 

Luther, and the Protestant doctrine of “faith 

alone” for his Ph.D. in Reformation History, he 

began to read the works of St. Augustine, to 

whom his professors pointed as the origin of 

Protestant theology. As he continued to study 

with the purpose of being an apolo-

gist of the Protestant faith and con-

verting Catholics to Protestantism, 

he became persuaded by the Truth 

of the Catholic Faith. Dr. Anders en-

tered the Church in 2003 along with 

his wife and five children. 

For more information about the 

event, or to become a table host, 

event sponsor, or register to attend 

as a guest, please call (877) 795-

0122 or email jessi-

ca@yourcatholicradiostat-ion.com. 

If you live in one of our other listen-

ing areas, please mark your calendars for our 

2018 banquets with Teresa Tomeo: 

• Monday, February 26 in Fargo, ND 

• Tuesday, February 27 in Duluth, MN 

• Monday, November 19 in Bismarck, ND 

RPR Banquet Coming to Rapid City 

Dr. David Anders 
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By Fr. Grant Gerlach 

When I said “yes” to writing an article, I didn’t 

realize how difficult it is to write something in-

teresting yet challenging. As I reflected on 

what to write, I was consistently reminded of 

the priesthood. This was a major area of reflec-

tion, prayer, formation, 

etc. during the course of 

my seminary years, espe-

cially during the summer I 

was in Omaha, NE, for 

priestly spiritual formation. 

During this summer, I ex-

perienced God in prayer in 

a new way and received a 

grace sorely needed since 

my earlier college years: a 

relational identity, not 

only forming me as a 

Christian disciple, but also 

forming me as a Christian 

priest. 

This new-found identity in Christ brought a 

freedom I had yet to experience as a Christian. 

It spoke to me where I longed for salvation, 

something I had experienced in my younger 

years but grew apart from as I became more 

independent. It was the realization of my iden-

tity as “a beloved son of the Father in 

Christ,” an identity I enjoyed even before my 

parents gave me a name: “you are my beloved 

son.” This phrase, spoken to me by my par-

ents, was also spoken to Jesus at his Baptism 

(Matthew 3:17). 

Realizing that this is also my identity in Jesus 

Christ by virtue of my own Baptism, I eventual-

ly came to realize that the priesthood I was dis-

cerning also had a similar parallel. Not only 

could I ask “What does a priest do?” but al-

so “Who is the priest?” Reflecting on Ephe-

sians 5 during a course on Christian Marriage 

helped me to better understand this distinction: 

a “husband is head of his wife just as Christ is 

head of the church” (verse 23). The word 

“head” puzzled me until I remembered a 

phrase that describes the reality of the priest, 

who is “in persona Christi Capitis” (“in the per-

son of Christ the Head;” CCC 1548). Just as all 

the baptized are “in per-
sona Christi,” a priest is 

specifically in Christ as 

“the Head” (Capitis), not 

just a part of a human 

body, but a “fount” (as 

in a fountainhead) from 

which grace flows. St. 

Paul speaks of this: a 

husband is called to be 

a fountainhead of grace 

for his wife, to “love 

[her]…hand himself 

over for her…[cleanse] 

her by the bath of water with the word” in or-

der “that she might be holy” (Ephesians 5:25-

27). Is this not also what a priest does for 

the Church, the “Bride of Christ?” He loves her, 

sacrifices for her, and cleanses her by water 

(Baptism) and the Word (preaching). “This is a 

great mystery, but I speak in reference to 

Christ and the church” (Ephesians 5:32), flow-

ing from who Christ as Priest is as the 

Bridegroom of the Bride, the Church. I was 

being called not only to a vocation of father to 

spiritual children, but also to a vocation of 

bridegroom to the Spiritual Bride! 

Ask the Lord of the Harvest to call more 

priests not only to be good and holy spiritual 

fathers, but also to be good and holy spiritu-

al husbands.  

Fr. Grant Gerlach is from the Diocese of Rapid 
City. He is pastor of St. John the Baptist in Cus-
ter, St. Anthony of Padua in Hot Springs, and 
St. James in Edgemont, SD. 

Fr. Grant Gerlach 

Sacramental Bridegroom of the Church 
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Fall Live Drive September 20, 21, & 22 
The annual Real Presence 
Radio Fall Live Drive is com-
ing September 20, 21, and 
22! We’ll be driving across 
our listening area to broad-
cast special stories of faith 
and hope, live and local. 
We’ll broadcast live from 
Rapid City, Duluth, Fargo, 
Grand Forks, Minot and Bis-
marck, and we’ll be joined by 
guests from additional loca-
tions, including Williston, De-
troit Lakes, Jamestown, and 
more! To see the full schedule of guests, go to 
https://yourcatholicradiostation.com/live-drive. 

As we continue to grow, expanding to 16 signals 
across the Midwest, we are continuously blessed 

in hearing from people 
whose relationship with 
Christ has grown because of 
Catholic radio. As our listen-
ing family expands, however, 
so do our expenses. The op-
erating expenses for our net-
work of stations are now 
more than $100,000 per 
month. Additionally, two of 
our towers, in Tioga and Su-
perior, recently needed sig-
nificant repairs after being 
struck by lightning. To help 

cover operating expenses, our goal for the Fall 
Live Drive is to raise $350,000 and have 1,000 
participants. Will you tune in and prayerfully con-
sider making a donation to help us share the Gos-
pel and change hearts across the Midwest? 
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