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A Real Encounter with Christ
By Fr. Michel Mulloy
Do you believe that we encounter Jesus in the celebration of the Mass? That might seem to be a
strange question from a priest, but I think the depth
of our belief needs to be explored.
We believe that Jesus is truly and really present in
the Communion we receive. It could be argued that
this is the reason we come to Mass. I would not disagree. However, much happens in Mass before Communion, and it is not unimportant. We are, throughout the Mass, encountering Jesus
in the Word proclaimed, the priest
presiding, and in the community
gathered.

The presence of Jesus throughout
the Mass does not diminish the
importance of Communion. Catholics have a unique awareness of
the reality of the Lord’s presence
in the sacred species. That reality
has drawn many Catholics into a
deeper union with the Lord, has
brought non-practicing Catholics
back to their faith, and has been a
significant dimension of conversion for others. Still, if Mass were
simply a matter of receiving Communion, we could simplify things
quite a bit.
The presence of Jesus in the
Communion we receive is grounded in our belief that Jesus, risen
from the dead, is present all the time. Jesus is alive
and active in our lives. The resurrection was not
simply a historically significant event that we remember with fondness. It is a living reality he makes
present to us today. Jesus continues his saving work
in, with, and through his Church in the world today.
Our belief in the real presence of Jesus in the Eucharistic species is predicated on this deeper reality.
The risen Jesus continues to bring about the salvation of the world. As Jesus did once in history, so he

eternally offers himself to God the Father in sacrifice, to free us from our sins and to bring us into
union with God. At the heart of the celebration of
the Mass is our desire and willingness to join our
sacrifice to the sacrifice of Jesus. My attendance at
Mass and my participation in the whole celebration
are how I concretely offer myself with Jesus to God
the Father. The listening, the praying, the singing,
all my gestures and actions, my attention--all are
part of the celebration of the Mass through which I
join the sacrifice of Jesus. Joining my sacrifice to the
sacrifice of Jesus is not possible
unless I am with Him, that is, encountering Jesus. The whole of
the Mass is giving expression to
our desire to enter this encounter
with Jesus.
We believe that by making this
sacrifice with Jesus to the Father,
we will also share in the resurrected life God gives to his Son. Communion is the gift of God the Father to us. It is the deep encounter with Jesus we have been preparing for throughout the celebration of the Mass. Jesus’ presence
throughout the Mass is the underpinning that makes communion so
powerful.
When we embrace our belief that
the risen Lord is present and active in our lives all the time, then
the celebration of the whole Mass
and our immersion in the celebration with our whole
heart, mind, and soul are essential. It is through the
whole Mass that we encounter Jesus and, in that
encounter, receive the great gift of his life in our life
through Holy Communion. So, the question is important:

Do you believe that we encounter Jesus in the
celebration of the Mass?
Fr. Michel Mulloy serves as Vicar General, Vicar for
the Clergy, and Director of Worship and Liturgy for
the Diocese of Rapid City.

A Note from Executive Director
Steven Splonskowski
Dear Friends,
Thank you for all of your prayers and
support in 2018. It was a very busy
year! We grew into three new areas
this year: Gillette, WY, Sioux Falls, SD,
and Rochester, MN. In conjunction
with this growth, we also added four
new full-time members to our staff to
help keep up with the demands of our
network of signals. Thanks to you, we
met our goal for both our Spring and
Fall Live Drives! Heading into our banquet season, we are looking forward to
chatting with as many of you as we
can and to continuing this friendship
and family the Lord has formed us into.
One of the challenges we face this
year is that our capital campaigns in
Sioux Falls and Rochester for the new signals are
moving more slowly than we had hoped. As a part
of this expansion, we have a lump sum $250,000
payment due at the end of December. We have
been working diligently in both Sioux Falls and
Rochester in our capital campaigns to visit with
many potential supporters, and so far, we have
raised $50,000. We are hopeful that the Lord and
Our Lady will provide generous donors to help us
raise the remaining $200,000 by the end of December. If the Holy Spirit is prompting you to respond to this need in any way, we would be very
grateful for your help!
As always, the Lord gives us His grace each year to

continue this work and provides us, through you,
with the encouragement to soldier on and continue
the good fight, no matter the struggles. Your feedback about how important Real Presence Radio is
to you and how it has helped you grow closer to
Christ is a great gift. We pray daily to discern the
Lord’s will for this work of evangelization, and like
St. Teresa of Calcutta and St. Junipero Serra, always move faithfully forward, knowing that any
success or progress is the Lord’s. Please keep us
in your prayers and know of our continued prayers
for you!

-Steven Splonskowski

Save the date for a banquet near you!
Mark your calendar for the
upcoming Real Presence Radio
fundraising
banquet
nearest you:

Fargo, ND: Monday, February 18, 2019 with Johnnette
Benkovic-Williams.
Duluth,
MN: Thursday,
March 14, 2019 with Dr. David Anders.
Bismarck, ND: Monday,
November 18, 2019 with
Johnnette Benkovic-Williams.
Rapid City, SD: Tuesday,
November, 19, 2019 with
Johnnette Benkovic-Williams.

Sioux Falls, SD: Tuesday,
December 10, 2019 Dr. David Anders.
Rochester, MN: Thursday,
December 12, 2019 with Dr.
David Anders.
For more information about
the events, or to become a
sponsor, host a table, or
register to attend as a guest,
please visit yourcatholicradiostation.com/banquet, call
(877) 795-0122 or email
jessica@yourcatholicradiostation.com!

Save on Taxes and Give a Gift
That Keeps on Giving!
Reduce your taxes and help spread the Gospel message with a
gift to Real Presence Radio with these creative gift ideas!
Stocks

Donating appreciated securities, including stocks or bonds, is an easy
and tax-effective way for you to make a gift to our organization.

Will and Trust

An excellent way for you to support Real Presence Radio’s mission is to
leave us a bequest in your will, living trust, or with a codicil.

Real Estate
Donating appreciated real estate, such as a home, vacation property,
undeveloped land, farmland, ranch, or commercial property can make a
great gift.

Retirement Plans

Donating part or all of your unused retirement assets such as a gift from
your IRA, 401(k), 403(b), pension or other tax-deferred plan is an excellent way to make a gift and potentially save on taxes.

Life Insurance
If you have a life insurance policy that has outlasted its original purpose,
consider making a gift of your insurance policy.

We make giving these creative gifts easy! Please contact us:
Real Presence Radio
P.O. Box 13703
Grand Forks, ND 58208
1-877-795-0122
lisa@yourcatholicradiostation.com

North Dakota has established a Tax Credit (ND Century Code 57-38-01.21) that allows individuals, businesses, trusts, and estates to take advantage of a 40% state tax credit for contributions of over $5,000 to qualified charitable endowment funds. Even better, the unused
portion of that state tax credit can be carried forward for three years.

“Real Presence Radio has been a huge blessing in my life and in
the lives of many around our diocese...I ask you to continue to
promote it and help people to come to the knowledge of the
beauty of what we can do through these radio waves.”
-Fr. Josh Waltz, Diocese of Bismarck

Real Presence Radio
PO Box 13703
Grand Forks, ND 58208-1370
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Bemidji AM 820
Bismarck/Mandan FM 91.7/91.3
Minot/Harvey FM 91.1
Williston FM 104.1/89.1
Dickinson FM 101.9
Rapid City FM 89.9/94.7
Duluth/Superior FM 88.1
Montevideo FM 89.5
Rochester AM 970
Sioux Falls FM 91.3/94.5
Aberdeen FM 88.9
Gillette FM 88.1
Jamestown (AF) FM 99.7
Belcourt (AF) FM 98.9

Real Presence Radio: Digital Accompaniment
By Ben Frost
One buzz word often used
in the Church today is
“accompaniment.” The word
accompaniment in relation
to evangelization is significant because it reveals that
following Jesus Christ is not
a one-time decision but rather a lifelong process in the
context of relationship.

Real Presence Live! Many
of the guests were priests
and laity whom I have
come to know over the
years. When I tune in, I
feel like I am part of a
family, not just an isolated
listener. In a sense, I am
being accompanied in my
journey of faith.
I have also appreciated
the ways in which Real
Presence Radio supports
our parishes through free
advertising spots and intercessory prayer. I know
that this organization cares
for our communities.

It is my belief that Real
Presence Radio is having a
huge impact in the area of
digital accompaniment. As a
lay person who has worked
at both the diocesan and
parish levels, I can attest to the vital The Ben and Tisha Frost Family
Real Presence Radio is not just a
impact Real Presence Radio is makradio station, but an organic expression of God’s
ing in the lives of countless faithful. While many
presence in our world. I am excited to see how God
Christian radio stations do a good job of providing
blesses our communities through Real Presence Rafaith-based content, I have found that Real Presence
dio’s continued expansion. It is my prayer that lisRadio goes above and beyond by cultivating local
teners will support these initiatives as we accompaconnectedness through their ever-expanding netny one another on the journey of faith.
work. When Real Presence Radio first came on the
air in my hometown, I was so grateful to tune into

